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any regard to petty insurrections, which may be always
easily quelled, and which will probably cease of them-
selves, when the army by which they were excited 5s cut
off. For this end, let it be your rule, to keep your army
undivided, and to make no motion but towards the ene-
mies ; fight them with the utmost expedition before they
can fortify themselves, or receive reinforcements from the
continent. By the observation of this plain method of
operation, continued he, I will engage, without any othor
force than the regiments generally stationed about tho
capital, to put a stop to any troops that shall be landed oil
the coast of Britain.

So far was this great officer, who was acquainted with
the whole art of war, from sinking into astonishment at
the sound of an invasion, and so far from thinking it ne-
cessary that the nation should be harassed by standing-
troops, to preserve it from being plundered by a foreign
army.

But though our troops, sir, should not be necessary to
prevent an invasion, they may be useful in services of
equal importance; the ministry may think the suffrages of
the officers more serviceable than their swords, and may
be more afraid of exposing themselves than the nation by
any detachment of their forces.

Such is, at present, sir, the state of this unhappy coun-
try, that neither in peace nor war are any measures taken,
but with a view of increasing or confirming the powor of
the ministry; for this purpose those troops whoso officers
have seats here, are to be retained at home, and tho Into
of our American settlements to be committed to now-
levied forces, without military skill.

For this reason is an army to be raised without nccug*
sity, and raised in a manner that may furuinh tho court
with an opportunity of extending its influence, by tho dis-
posal of great numbers of new commissions. By thiti plan
every family that is burdened with a relation whoso vices
have ruined his fortune, or whose stupidity disqualifies
him for employment, will have an opportunity of selling,
for a commission, its interest at the approaching election ;